
Starfish Cottage- Tips For Your Stay On St John 
 
 
Take a look: Below are links to webcams on St John.  
www.stjohnspice.com/spicecam/  A view of the ferry dock. Just to the left is High Tide Bar & Grill (Great 
place for that first beverage on the island!) 
www.seestjohn.com/webcams.html  List of all webcams on the island. 
 
Owners contact info: Stacy Gray, telephone 603-767-7046. Mailing: 10 Sumner Drive, Dover, NH 03820 
 
Passport: You do not need a passport to go to St John since it is in the United States Virgin Islands 
(USVI), a US territory. However, if you plan to go sailing or snorkeling to any other island such as Jost Van 
Dyke, Virgin Gorda or Tortola, which are British Virgin Islands, you will need one. We suggest you have a 
passport only because all of these places are great for a day sail. 
 
Flying in: You will fly in to St Thomas (Airport code STT) and take a ferry to St. John. We have found the 
best rates on JetBlue.com and SkyTracker.com 
 
Car rental: You will need a vehicle when visiting St. John. We usually rent from Discount Car Rental in St 
Thomas since they have newer, clean vehicles at the best price. They are located a short distance from 
the airport and will pick you up. Jeeps are great for St John’s terrain and run about $450/week. 
Phone: 877-478-2833       www.discountcar.vi 
 
Getting to St. John: If you rent a vehicle on St Thomas you will take the car barge to St John. It is located 
to the left of the ferry terminal in the Red Hook area. Car barges run about every thirty minutes. If you 
plan to rent on St John you will take the people ferry which is at the ferry terminal. We will arrange to 
have our island “greeter” meet you at the ferry. You can follow her back to the cottage so you get to 
know your way.  
 
Police and Fire:  (340)-776-9110     
 
Address: 1-2-14 Estate Grunwald, which is off of Centerline Rd. 
 
The cottage, what to expect: The cottage is just as seen on the website. It is in a local’s neighborhood, 
clean and safe. It has most everything you would need, more than a hotel at a great price. When on St 
John you will spend most of your time outdoors having fun!    www.StJohnCottage.com 
Gas grill, Wi-Fi, air conditioning, linens and towels, stove, refrigerator, microwave, coffee maker, deck, 
32” flat panel TV for DVD use. There is no cable, however there is Wi-Fi for Netflix etc. 
 
Trash: There are dumpsters on the side of roads for your daily trash. It is best to take a bag with you 
each day as you leave. There is no garbage pickup, but many dumpsters all over the island for public use. 
 
Water: Public water is not available on 95% of the island, even in multi-million dollar homes. All water is 
either collected from rain or delivered and stored in a cistern. We shower, brush teeth, wash dishes etc 
with it but choose to drink bottled water. It is available by the gallon on island. The water is likely fine 
but just our preference.  
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Driving: #1 Keep Left… driving on St John is on the other side of the road. Also, the terrain is steep and 
winding. It takes a minute to get used to but it’s actually pretty fun. Locals tend to drive fast (and 
sometimes in the middle of the road) but they are very used to driving there.  
 
General stuff: St John is a different kind of place. It is a small island, the pace is much slower and some 
things that we may consider important are not so important to islanders. The island and beaches are 
pristine, the food is great but service is slower and the overall “urgency” is not there. It is all part of the 
island experience, but adjusting your expectations ahead of time is good to know.  
Greeting people that you encounter with a “Good morning” (Good Monnin’ as they say) or “Good 
afternoon” is customary and likely get you treated a bit better. 
 
Cell Service: Most cell carriers handle cell service just as in the States. It’s worth a call to your specific 
carrier to insure you do not get unwanted charges. There is no land line at the cottage. 
 
Air conditioner: There is a wall mounted air conditioner to cool down the cottage on hot days. Please 
use it as needed since electricity is expensive on St John. We wouldn’t mention it if we were talking 
about $50-$100… but expensive meaning it is hundreds of dollars a month more if left on 24/7. 
 
Beaches: The beaches are some of the best in the world. The water, sand and sights are beautiful. Here 
is a guide to all of the beaches on the island.   www.vinow.com/stjohn/beaches_stj/ 
Our favorite happens to be Trunk Bay. It is the only beach that has food and beverage, snorkel and chair 
rental. There is a $4 admission fee but you can buy an annual family pass for $15 (and it’s a cool 
souvenir) Check out as many as you can! They all have unique features. Most beaches other than Trunk 
Bay are more quiet if that is what you are looking for. Maho Bay is a good one for that. 
 
Things To Do: There are many things to do on St John and surrounding islands. From the beaches, to day 
sailing through the islands, shopping, restaurants and exploring, there is as much (or as little) as you may 
want to do! A few suggestions that we like to do. 
Bad Kitty   www.calypsovi.com/   Day sail to Soggy Dollar Bar and The Baths 
Jost Van Dyke  www.soggydollar.com/default.aspx         
Shopping  www.mongoosejunctionstjohn.com/ 
St John overall info www.visitusvi.com/todo/stjohn 
 
Restaurants: There is a wide variety of food and restaurants depending on what you are looking for. 
There are a few that we would recommend based on our experience but there are many others too. 
Morgan’s Mango   www.morgansmango.com/home.php 
High Tide Bar & Grill   www.hightidevi.com/ 
Cruz Bay Landing   www.cruzbaylanding.com/ 
LaTapa     www.latapastjohn.com/rest.html 
Rhumblines    www.rhumblinesstjohn.com/ 
ZoZo’s   www.zozos.net 
 
Weather: It is 86 degrees with a chance of showers, almost every day. When it rains it is often passing 
and lasts for about 20 minutes. It generally does not rain for long periods of time.   
www.weather.com/weather/today/Saint+John+VI+USVI0005 
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